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NATIONAL NEWS 
 

 The Freedom of Net report 2019 titled “The Crisis of Social Media” was released 

by the The Freedom House, an international watchdog. The report recorded an 

overall decline in global internet freedom status between July 2018 to Mat  2019. 

o In this report India obtained an overall score of 55 and was reported to be 

“partly free”. Iceland ranked the highest with an overall score of 95. 

 

 The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has allocated separate HS code for 

signature fabric of India. HS stands for Harmonized System and was developed 

by the World Customs Organization (WCO). The code is used by customs officers 

to clear commodities entering or crossing international border. 

o Related Keys  

 Ministry of Commerce and Industry Headquarters - New Delhi 

 Ministry of Commerce and Industry Agency executive - Piyush 

Goyal, Cabinet Minister , Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of State  

 

 

 Directorate General of Training (DGT), under the aegis of Ministry of Skill 

Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE), announced the launch of 

SkillsBuild platform in collaboration with IBM. 

o As part of the programme, a two-year advanced diploma in IT, networking 

and cloud computing, co-created and designed by IBM, will be offered at 

the Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) & National Skill Training Institutes 

(NSTIs). 

o Related Keys  

 Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship Founded: 9 

November 2014. 

 Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship Headquarters: 

New Delhi 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 
 Italy will next year become the world’s first country to make it compulsory for 

schoolchildren to study climate change and sustainable development. All state 

schools would dedicate 33 hours per year, almost one hour per school week, to 

climate change issues from the start of the next academic year in September. 

o Many traditional subjects, such as geography, mathematics and physics, 

would also be studied from the perspective of sustainable development. 
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o Related News  

 Italy Capital: Rome 

 Italy Currency: Euro 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 
 P.S Sreedharan Pillai has assumed the office of Governor of Mizoram. Mr 

Pillai took the oath of office in a swearing-in ceremony held at Raj Bhavan in 

Aizawl. 

o The Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court Ajay Lamba administered the 

oath. 

o Related keys  

 Mizoram Capital – Aizawl 

 Mizoram Chief Minister - Zoramthanga (MNF) 

 

WORDS OF THE DAY 

 

 Intrinsic -belonging naturally; essential. 

o Similar Words - inherent , innate 

o Antonyms - extrinsic , acquired 

 

 Inertia - a tendency to do nothing or to remain unchanged 

o Similar Words - inactive , apathy 

o Antonyms - active , energetic 


