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NATIONAL NEWS

Mann Ki Baat Indian radio programme hosted by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in which he addresses the people of the nation on All India Radio, DD
National and DD News. Mann Ki Baat is to resume on June 30.
o The programme aims to deliver the Prime Minister’s voice to the general
masses of India. It also aims to spread joy, positivity and celebrate the
strength of 130 crore Indians.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced that the Centre is to set up a
high-level task force for agri reforms. The decision was made in the fifth meeting
of the NITI Aayog governing council.
o The task force is for undertaking structural reforms in:agriculture, including
strengthening logistics, produce marketing, food precessing as well as
changes to the Essential Commodities Act:

The Intersessional meeting.of Kimberley Process (KP) will be hosted by India
from 17th to 21st June 2019 in Mumbai.
o Besides this, two special forums regarding Diamond Terminology and
Avrtisanal Mining —Small Steps to Larger Outcomes, will be held during the
Intersessional.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

After nearly 16 years of exploring the cosmos in infrared light, NASA’s Spitzer
Space Telescope will be switched off permanently on Jan. 30, 2020.
o Spitzer is a small but transformational observatory. It captures infrared
light, which is often emitted by “warm” objects that aren’t quite hot enough
to radiate visible light.

APPOINTMENTS

President Ram NathKovind swore in the seven-term member of Parliament
Virendra Kumar as the Protem Speaker of Lok Sabha.As soon as a new speaker of
the 17th Lok Sabha is elected, his role will cease to exist.
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o As pro-tem speaker, Virendra Kumar will preside over the first sitting of
the Lok Sabha and administer the oath to the newly elected MPs

AWARDS

e Twenty-nine journalists from print and electronic media were felicitated with
Matri Shree Media Awards for their contribution towards journalism.Apart from
media personalities, a social activist has also presented the Bharat Mata shield at
the 44th Matri Shree media award ceremony

o The Matri Shree Media Awards was constituted during the
Emergency.

IMPORTANT DAYS

Autistic Pride Day is observed every year on 18 June.Autistic.pride recognises
the importance of pride for autistics and understands it not as a disease but as a
difference.
o Autism or Autism Spectrum Disability is a'range of complex
neurodevelopment disorders characterized by social impairments,
communication difficulties, restrictive and repetitive pattern of behaviour.
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